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"If I retire," added she, "it is because I believe that act-
ors who are their own managers can with difficulty maintain,
the union so indispensable to their own studies, to the ad-
vancement of art, and to the welfare of the theatre. I must
have had some experience of this to induce me to renounce
the life of applause for which I am indebted to the Parisian
public, and for which the happiest private life could afford no
compensation."
Thus the Pythoness of the " Marseillaise" acknowledges
that she also recognized the necessity of a king, or at least a
dictator, and proclaimed that
"Le pire des Etats eat 1'Etat populaire."
The gauntlet she had thrown down was soon raised. To
her letter dated the 14th an answer appeared on the 15th.
One of the ablest partisans of her antagonists conducted their
side of this newspaper controversy. After giving the reasons
that have already been stated why her resignation was null,
the committee congratulated itself somewhat ironically at
learning that Mademoiselle Rachel intended to consent to a
reduction of salary.
"This," said the dear comrades of Mademoiselle Rachel,
"is an unexpected resolution, that will not prove one of the
least benefits promised to our stage."
But the future manager was advised, instead of taking ad-
vantage of the proposed reduction, to exact more regularity
in the performance of duties. " For the public, thus boldly
invoked," added the writer, " will hardly believe that Mad-
emoiselle Kachel is anxious at the present day for the inter-
ests of the theatre, since she has only been able to average
there fifty perfomances in nine months, while, during the
ninety-two days her congb lasted, she has managed to perform
eighty-five nights 1"
To the reproach of the want of concord the committee op-
posed an energetic disclaimer. If there was discord, it was
urged that the apple was held by Mademoiselle- Rachel; for,
"the public must at last be told the truth, Mademoiselle Ra-
chel is her ow^i manager; she never receives orders; she gives
the law. It is she who fixes the days she chooses to play,

